[Rejection reaction and use of rifampicin in the treatment of tuberculosis in kidney transplantation].
Rifampicin is considered as one of the most potent antituberculous agents and is often used in renal transplant recipients. However, acute cellular rejection episodes were observed when rifampicin was prescribed in 4 tolerant renal transplant recipients. Acute rejection occurred in 3 out of the 5 patients, despite doubled daily dose of steroids. First, rifampicin is an enzymatic inducer and accelerates steroid metabolism. Secondly, rifampicin per se is an immunosuppressive drug, as already proved in animals. Rifampicin interferes with the active mechanisms involved in specific transplantation tolerance. In conclusion, we recommend a very cautious use of rifampicin in kidney transplant recipients.